In September, 2008, a month after Jackie Kirk's untimely death in Afghanistan, Claudia organized a special gathering of her class on Women, Education and Development at McGill University. Th e gathering was made up of Claudia's graduate students, a group of scholars, friends of Jackie's, her parents and other relatives. Th e seminar was dedicated to Jackie-looking back, but also looking ahead to what could be done to keep alive the spirit and energy of her work across so many diff erent aspects of education in post-confl ict settings, women teachers as peacebuilders and girls' education. Similarly, this issue off ers a remembrance, a celebration, and a moving forward in relation her life and work.
a CLAUDIA MITCHELL AND JACQUELINE REID-WALSH When we issued a call for papers for this special issue, we received inquiries and follow up submissions dealing with girlhood in many diff erent parts of the world. Th is is something that speaks both to the reach of Jackie's work and also to the global context of issues related to girlhood. Since there were too many submissions for just one issue, several of these will appear in the next issue of GHS.
We thank all the contributors and especially Dr Fiona Leach, a member of the editorial board of GHS, who joined us as guest editor of this issue.
Th ose of us engaged with GHS continue to be inspired by Jackie's life and achievements.
